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NBA Branding
2020-21 NBA Uniform Collections

Nike introduced the NBA City Edition uniforms when they became the NBA’s official partner in 

2017 (replacing adidas), designed to (according to the brand) “represent insights and emotion 

from the court to the upper deck to the cities’ streets, in pursuit of a unique way to capture 

each team and its city in a way that respects the past and present of the clubs while also 

positioning them for the future.”

The concept was, not surprisingly, incredibly popular with fans.  This season, fans will see more 

than half the teams in the league offering new city-themed uniforms.  In addition to the “City 

Edition” uniforms, NBA teams (in collaboration with Nike and Jordan Brand) continue to release 

alternative jersey collections, with titles like “Classic Edition”, “Statement Edition” and more. 

One new addition for the 2020-21 jerseys will be the inclusion of Jordan Brand’s Jumpman logo, 

which will be featured on Statement Edition uniforms.  Overall, the initiative provides for 

fantastic branding and merchandising opportunities for the NBA, its teams, Nike and Jordan. 
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2020-21 Atlanta 
Hawks “City Edition” 
Uniforms

➢ The Hawks revealed uniforms that 
are inspired by the franchise’s 
signature colors and marks 
synonymous with the team and its 
history in the city of Atlanta.

➢ Atlanta also announced an 
unprecedented partnership with the 
estate of civil rights icon Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr, the National 
Basketball Association (NBA), the 
National Basketball Players 
Association (NBPA) and Nike with the 
release of its 2020–21 MLK Nike City 
Edition uniform.

https://www.nba.com/news/new-team-uniforms-2020-21-season



2020-21 Brooklyn 
Nets “Classic 
Edition” Uniforms

➢ The Nets unveiled their Classic 
Edition uniform, which honors a 
fan-favorite “tie-dye” design worn 
during the 1990-91 season.

➢ The team also announced a new 
Classic Edition Court for next 
season.

https://www.nba.com/news/new-team-uniforms-2020-21-season



2020-21 Charlotte 
Hornets “Association” & 
“Icon Edition” Uniforms

➢ The Hornets unveiled new Association 
and Icon Edition uniforms, which 
feature double pinstripes on the 
jersey, reminiscent of the second 
iteration of uniforms donned by the 
original Charlotte Hornets from 1997-
2002.

➢ A “Buzz City” Icon Edition jersey 
celebrates Charlotte’s history as 
home of the first U.S. Branch Mint 
and the Carolina Gold Rush of the 
early 1800s.

https://www.nba.com/news/new-team-uniforms-2020-21-season



2020-21 Chicago 
Bulls “City Edition” 
Uniforms

➢ The Bulls’ uniform honors Chicago 
in many different ways, including a 
homage to Daniel Burnham, the city 
planner who designed the city after 
the great Chicago fire of 1871.

➢ The Chicago wordmark and the 
numbers on the jersey are 
displayed in an art deco style font. 
This font was inspired by the one 
used on directional signage at the 
United Center.

https://www.nba.com/news/new-team-uniforms-2020-21-season



2020-21 Denver 
Nuggets “City 
Edition” Uniforms

➢ The Nuggets 2020-2021 City Edition 
uniform is the third in a series that 
brought back the rainbow skyline 
and will conclude the three-year 
design concept. 

➢ The flatirons red color nods to the 
landscape of Colorado and is a 
universal color for goodwill, which 
captures the meaning behind the 
jersey.

https://www.nba.com/news/new-team-uniforms-2020-21-season



2020-21 Golden 
State Warriors “City 
Edition” Uniforms

➢ “Oakland Forever," presented by 
Rakuten, is a nod to the Warriors’ 
“We Believe” era and its turning 
point in Oakland’s basketball 
history.

➢ The team’s City Edition Nike jerseys 
are set to celebrate the team’s 47 
seasons in Oakland by focusing on 
the “We Believe” playoff run in 
2007.

https://www.nba.com/news/new-team-uniforms-2020-21-season



2020-21 New Orleans 
Pelicans “City 
Edition” Uniforms

➢ The New Orleans Pelicans unveiled 
their latest City Edition uniforms, 
and the design is inspired by the 
city’s municipal flags. 

➢ “The color scheme and design dates 
back to 1918 when the official flag 
was adopted by the City of New 
Orleans,” the team said in a 
statement.



2020-21 Portland Trail 
Blazers “City Edition” 
Uniforms

➢ The Blazers’ 2020-21 uniform celebrates 
the unique beauty of Oregon’s landscape 
as well as acknowledging & honoring the 
tribal nations throughout what is now 
considered Oregon who have called this 
land their home from the beginning. 

➢ The lead design element is earth tone 
colors, representing the beautiful 
landscape of Oregon. 

➢ For the first time in team history, 
“Oregon” is stitched across the chest 
displaying the pride for our state using 
the font from the iconic sign. 

https://www.nba.com/news/new-team-uniforms-2020-21-season



NBA Marketing & Branding 
Discussion

1) What is a brand?  Is the NBA a brand?  Nike?  Jordan?  Can a city be a brand?

2) Why is branding important to NBA teams?  To Nike and Jordan Brand?

3) How has the partnership with Nike helped the NBA from a branding and 
marketing perspective? 

4) How might the different uniform variations help NBA teams to sell more 
merchandise?  How might Nike and Jordan Brand benefit from an increase in 
jersey sales?

5) Why do you think teams offer city-themed uniforms that pay tribute the 
communities in which they play? 
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NBA Marketing & Branding 
Discussion

6) What is licensing?

7) In this case, who is the licensee, Nike and Jordan Brand or the NBA?  
Who is the licensee?

8) What is sponsorship?

9) Two years ago, the league allowed teams to sell advertising on the 
jerseys in the form a small 2” by 2” patch, displaying the sponsor’s 
logo.  How might special edition jerseys help add value for those 
corporate partners?  Why is that important?  What do you think teams 
are doing to help generate exposure for their jersey partners?
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NBA Marketing & Branding 
Discussion

10) Why do you think it is even more important for sports teams to find 
ways to provide value for sponsors during the pandemic?

11) What are community relations?

12) How might teams wearing “City Edition” uniforms provide community 
relations opportunities?

13) Based on information from the previous slides and the NBA website, 
what is one example of how a team has used the “City Edition” 
uniforms to build a community relations initiative?

14) Which City Edition NBA uniform was your favorite?  Why?
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Branding Activity

Using the handout provided by your 
teacher, design your own version of a 
City Edition basketball uniform, 
imagining your school as the NBA team 
and your city as the team’s home.  
Provide details on how the uniform 
represents your community.

Nike has collaborated with NBA teams this season to 

release a “City Edition” uniform collection.  NBA teams 

will wear these uniforms for specific games this season, 

each paying tribute to their home city.
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